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linger until the last then break in all the 
glorious, exulting airs of heaven. 

Yet to the lost, they who are standing 
below the line, there are indeed "last 

words of Christ." 
They will ever think of these and in the 

ages of eternity will sharpened recollec- 
tion call them up, "Depart, ye cursed, I 
never knew you." What words are these 
to dwell upon forever! To recall the 
melting, melancholy tones of pity mixed 
with the severity of God, in which the 
Son of man pronounced eternal woe. 

How often we see a line drawn in so- 
cial life, between the rich and ppor, the 
high and low. It is wonderful how a few 
coppers will make a man grow in his 
own estimation. They come to worship 
gold as their idol. They place the letter 
1 between the letters o and d, and instead 
of "In God we trust," there motto is, "In 
gold we trust." There is not a soul in 
this house to-day that is not poor in some 
respect. There is not one that may not 
become a millionaire in the rich blessings 
of God if they only will that it shall be 

Some wealthy people have a natural ab- 
horrence for those who stand beneath 
them financially. But let us all remem- 
ber that there is one place where rich and 
poor will touch hands, there is one place 
where all will be poor alike, and that will 
be when we ride on the ferry-boat that 
moves across the Jordan. When we pass 
from time to eternity, from the shade- 
land of earth to the glorious sunshine, or 
the dark storms of the other shore. 

Again we see a line drawn between 
those of different color. Sometimes we 
place a great amount of difference in our 
estimation of a man if nature has used a 
dark complexion powder on him. 

Fred Douglass, the great colored ora- 
tor and patriot paid this tribute to our 
beloved Lincoln. Mr. Lincoln is the on- 

' ly white man with whom I have ever talk- 
ed, or in whose presence I have ever been, 
who did not consciously or unconscious- 
ly betray to me the fact, that he recog 

nized my color." 
Let us then be very careful where we 

draw our line and having drawn it pray to 
God for strength to remain standing on 

the right side. 
As a child, on a dark night, in a rugged 

way clings to its father's hand for guid- 
ance and support, so let us lean on God, 
for surely he who stilled the angry waves 
of Galilee can quell the storms of life. 
Let us emphasize our words by our daily 
life and show to the world by precept 
and maxim, that; we practice what we 

preach. 
Christ   taught   his   disciples   and   he 

teaches us that we should never swerve 

from the path of duty, which is ever the 
path.of honor and distinction. 

A~noble   life,   nobly   consecrated   to 
Christian service, never dies. 

Man's passage through life is not like a 
bird's through the air, not like a ship's on 
the ocean.    The bird leaves no track :the 
dark blue waters soon rush together and 
soon efface all evidence that a ship has 
passed.     Not so with man.    He leaves an 
influence, leaves "footprints on the sands 
of time."    How important then that the 
influence we leave behind, should be of 
such a character that it will make our fel- 
low-creatures better and help to fit them 
for the   great  conflict of life.    Wait not 
till life's blest morning ray flings its radi- 
ance only o'er withered hopes, but begin 
to-day   to  serve   Christ.    Pass  over   on 
God's side of the line and help fight his 

battles. 
Take for an example the great Lincoln 

when as a young man he witnessed a slave 
auction in the shambles of New Orleans. 
The burning indignation that shook his 
soul never forsook it and he exclaimed 
"If ever I get a chance to hit that thing, 

I'll hit it hard." 
So we should determine  in regard to 

sin. 
Thousands of souls are standing below 

the line, standing in slavery and bondage 
waiting to be emancipated. May our ef- 
forts help write the proclamation that will 
set them free and make them noble citi- 

zens, not slaves. 
We are promised a star in our crown 

for every soul we help to reclaim and God 
never went back on his promises and nev- 

er will. 
Whenever you see an opportunity to hit 

sin hit it hard and perhaps by and by 
there will be no need of a dividing line, 
we'll all be on the right side. 

Mysteries are the works of thy hand, O 
Lord ! but in mercy teach the erring 
children to give their hearts to thee to 
know that thy wisdom cannot err and 
when most it seems shrouded in darkness 
teach them to look ever upward, for there 
the glorious rainbow of hope never fadeth, 
there the sun ever shines, for thou alone 
canst make the darkness light. 
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It is, perhaps, useless to say that the 
ideal congregation does not exist, for 
when that which is now but imaginary 
comes into existence, it is no longer ideal 
but real And, as it is not the real con- 
gregation  we   wish   to  portray,   but  the 

ideal, we cannot select any of the number 
with which we are familiar, but must fall 
back upon one existing only in the mjnd. 

If, perchance, we shall mention quali- 
ties belonging to the ideal congregation, 
that to your knowledge belong to the re- 
alities   of   your   congregation   consider 
yourself fortunate in   that it reaches so 
nearly  up   to   the  high  standard  which 
takes  the  reality   from   any   thing   and 
places it along side with the ideal.    And, 
on the other hand if you find that the at- 
tributive qualities of the ideal congrega- 
tion as existing in imagination are   con' 
trary to those which belong to the reality 
of your congregation, then make use of 
the ideas presented, if found to be true, 
in bringing about a reformation and high- 

er standard. 
The ideal congregation, then, is but the 

conception of a congregation in its most 

perfect state. 
What then shall be those qualities in- 

cluded in its make up? 
First. A congregation whether real or 

ideal must consist of members, but how 
many shall comprise the number in the 
ideal ? In the real we seem to be con- 
stantly reaching out after more, while 
very often the ones we have do not re- 
ceive the proper care and attention. 

This teaches us that the ideal congre- 
gation is made up of more members than 
the   pastor  can  know   well enough,  not 
simply to recognize at sight, but to under- 
stand all the little details of their every 
day life, so that he may come closely in 
touch with them at all times, thus causing 
them to feel that they have a human shep- 
herd  as well as a divine one, whose de- 
light it is to see after their wants or needs. 

It is true, there are some pastors who 
can care for greater numbers than others, 
but my ideal congregation would consist 
of from two hundred and   fifty to  three 

hundred members. 
While numerical strength may add 

somewhat to the influence of a congrega- 
tion, congregational activity will add 
more. Thus the ideal congregation is an 
active, working congregation, "rich in 
good works," never idle, never slumber- 
ing, but always alive to its interest and to 
the interest of God's cause, carrying on 
His work in weekly preaching services, 
prayer meetings, and Sabbath-school. 

When I speak of congregational activi- 
ty, I do not mean activity of the officers 
and committees of the congregation, but 
activity of the individual members, work- 
ing in their own different spheres, content 
with their places, not trying to usurp 
power or authority not belonging to them. 

This suggests the idea of faithfulness in 
duties, which will be considered later. 

Let us first look at the ideal faithfulness 


